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SCIENCE NOTES
The House Mouse
For more than 10,000 years, hou e mice have been a part of man's immediate
environment. From the grain producing area of orthern Asia, they have
spread all over the world.
Mice can be brown, white, black or agouti. An adult mouse is from 12 to 20 cm
long from its nose to the tip of its tail and weighs about 20 gm.
Classroom Habitat

Cages sold fo r mice are usually too small. A pla tic cage 45 cm x 45 cm with
30 cm sides is recommended. Room temperature should be kept between 21 and
23° C (70-74° F). Avoid drafts and direct swilight. 3-5 cm of bedding hould be
provided. Cedar chips, sawdust or shavings may be used. Small amounts of
cotton or paper may be added for nesting materials. Exercise wheels or inclined
discs should be provided.
Feeding and Wate ring

Mice thrive best on grains of all sorts - corn, oats, wheat, and dry rolled oats.
An occasional leaf of le ttuce or piece of raw carrot provides a change. Never give
mice sugar, cheese or meat, and do not overfeed. uspe nd food container 2 to 3
cm above the bedding for easy access and minimal spilling. During gestation,
provide mice with extra greens and bread soaked in milk.
An ample supply of fresh water is essential. An adult mouse drinks about 6 ml
of water daily. Use a large water bottle suspended upside down. Twigs or pieces
of wood should be available so mice can gnaw and wear down their teeth.
Sexing and Breeding

Do not breed until good homes can be found for the young. Mice should be at
least two to three months old before they are bred. Male and female litter mates
should be separated at three weeks of age. In sexing, bend a mouse's tail
backwards. The distance be tween the anus and genital ducts in males is l. 6 to
2. 2 mm; in females it is 0. 7 to l. 5 mm. The gestation period of mice is from 22 to
29 days. The average litter size is from six to nine offspring. The young are born
at night and are deaf, blind and hairless. They can hear at about 11 days of age,
open their eyes in about 14 days, and start eating solid food . During the last week
of pregnancy provide cotton, tissue, toweling or other soft material for nesting.
Do not disturb the female or her young fo r 10 days after birth.
Adapted from Kansas Association of Teacher of Science Newsletter, 1982, Vol. 16(2).
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